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NOTES AND NEWS 



Nature (June 28) notes as follows the contents of a paper by Mr. 
M. H. Godby on the place of natural science in education, which appeared 
in the May issue of the Transactions of the Oxford University Junior 
Scientific Club : " The spirit of the paper provides an encouraging sign 
of appreciation of the value of scientific studies, and serves to show that 
a generous recognition of the importance of a training in the methods of 
science is producing a beneficial effect upon the present generation of 
Oxford students. Mr. Godby first indicates the influence on British edu- 
cation exerted by Bacon in directing the attention of speculative thinkers 
to the importance of founding theories on knowledge gained from the 
senses, and subsequently refers approvingly to Herbert Spencer's in- 
sistence upon the necessity of training the body and the value of a scien- 
tific education. As indicative of modern tendencies at Oxford one or 
two of the writer's remarks may be cited : ' The man of science perhaps 
alone of all men understands and appreciates the value of working 
hypotheses, even when they are wrong.' ' A great charm, too, of science 
is that one can always appeal against the decisions of tutors and author- 
ities to Nature herself, and so there is produced a freedom from the awe 
of authority which must tend to develop self-respect and to encourage 
independence and originality.' ' Science is more capable of arousing the 
interest of its students than other subjects. There is a sort of spirit of 
antagonism, a feeling that you are pitting yourself against Nature and 
trying to unravel her secrets, and this feeling is just what will always 
appeal to the sporting instincts of English boys.' It is satisfactory to 
find that young Oxford is alive to the responsibility of the university 
for the growth of scientific knowledge." 



